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This fact sheet has been developed by the United States
Environmental Protection :ncy (EPA) Region 10. Its purpose 1s
to discuss the Hazardous and Solid Waste Amendments (HSWA)
portion of the Resource Co servation and Recovery Act (RCRA)
final permit for Treatment, Storage, and Disposal of Hazardous
Waste at the United States Department of Energy Richland
Operations Office, which is commonly referred to as the Hanford
Federal Facility. The HSWA portion of the final permit addresses
requirements which are ¢ »>licable to the Hanford facility, but
have not yet been delegated to the State of Washington Department
of Ecology (Ecology) by EPA. The } imary concern of the HSWA
portion of the final permit is corrective action.

Purpose of the Permitting Process

The purpose of the permitti | process is to impose on a site-
specific I sis the requirements necessary for a facility to
comply with the Solid Waste Disposal Act, as amended by the
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) and the Hazardous
and Solid Waste Amendments of 1984 (HSWA), 42 U.S.C. §§ 6901 et
~-~1., and the regulations promulgated thereunder in Title 40 of
tne Code of Federal Regulations (40 CFR), and the applicable
provisions of the Revised Code of Washington (RCW) Chapter 70.105
and the regqulations promulgated thereunder in the Washington
Administrative Code (WAC) Chapter 173-303.

Procedures for Reaching a Final Decision

EPA and Ecology were require to prepare a proposed notice of

their intent to issue the final RCRA permit. The public was

given an opportunity to review and comment on this proposed

notice prior to the EPA and cology taking final action on the
ermit.

Section 7004 (b) of RCRA, 42 U.S.C. § 6974(b), and 40 CFR § 124.10
require that the public be given a minimum of forty-five (45)

1ys to cor ent on each proposed permit determination. EPA and
Ecology extended this public comment period to a sixty (60) day

comment period which began on February 9, 1994 and ended on A--1il
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US Ecology has had operat »nal control over the SWMUs of concern,
and US Ecology is subject to requirements under a license granted
by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC). To reflect this
fact, EPA added language to the final HSWA permit which would
allow for deferred oversi 1t of investigation and potential
remediation at US Ecology under state authorities which could be
directly imposed upon US Ecology. Other potential state
mechanisms are identified in final HSWA Permit Condition III.B.2.

The requirements for correct se action management units (CAMUs)
and temporary units, which were promulgated by EPA on February
16, 1993 (58 Fed. Reg. 8658), have also been included in the
revised final permit under HSWA Permit Condition [I.I. EPA has
also included attachments through F in the August 1994 final
HSWA permit. These attachments address the RFI workplan
requirements, sampling and analysis and data management program
1 jyuirements, scc e of work for corrective measures study, scope
of work for corrective measures implementation, nterim measures
requirements, and the Hanford Federal Facility Site Legal
Description.

3. Basis for corrective :tion requirements at the U.S.
Ecology, site.

Oon July 20, 1992, EPA completed a RCRA Facility Assessment (RFA)
Final Report on the US Ecology portion of the Hanfor Federal
Facility. The RFA is the first step in the processes for
implementing the corrective action provisions of HSWA. The RFA
was performed to evaluate US Ecology's past and present solid
waste management practices. If these practices pose a potential
threat to human health or { e environment, corrective action is
required. The RFA identified several SWMUs which require further
investigation. These SWMUs include the Chemical Trench, and the
Low-Level Radioactive Wa:s e Trenches 1 through 11A, and the
Underground Resin Tank Area.

The draft permit conditions, for the SWMUs which require further
investigation, are based upon the authorities contained in
Section 3004 (u) of RCRA, 4: .S.C. § 6924(u), and 1 3julations
codified at 40 CFR § 264.1(

Several other SWMUS were ide .ified in the RFA. However, EPA has
determined that a release o1 azardous waste or hazardous
constituents from these SWMUs has not occurred, and thus
corrective action is not warranted.

4. Jurisdictional relationship between the NRC License
' requirements and the HSWA corrective action requirements for
U.8. Ecology. .

Ecology operates a low-level radioactive waste isposal site
ler a license granted by the ! :lear Requlatory Commission
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Availability of Documents for Public Review

The administrative recor which supports issuance of the HSWA
Permit, including all data submitted by the applicant, the fact
sheet, the final permit and maps showing the exact location of
the activity, may be reviewed between the hours of 8:30 am and
4:30 pm, Monday through Friday at the following locations:

U.S. EPA Region 10

Waste Management Branch

10th Floor - Pail Place Building
1200 Sixth Avenue

Seattle, Washington 98101

Washington State Dep: tment of Ecology
Nuclear and Mixed Waste Management Program
300 Desmond Drive

Lacey, Washington 98503-1138

Westinghouse anford >mpany
740 Stevens Center, ¢ ite 1101
Richland, Washington 351

Any person desiring furt information, copies or portions of
the administrative recor )r an appointment to review the record
should contact either Ms .ane Richardson, EPA, Hazardous Waste

ivision, at the above address or call (206) 553-1847, Ms.
Marilyn Smith, Washington State Department of Ecology at the
above address, or call (206) 407-7097, or Ms. Connie Wilson,
Westinghouse Hanford Compa 7 at the above address, or call (509)
376-7163.

In addition, copies of the final HSWA portion of the RCRA permit
fact sheet, an index of the HSWA permit administrative record,
and the final HSWA portion of the RCRA permit are available for
public review at the follow ng public information repositories:

University of Washington - Suzzallo Library
Mailstop FM-25 - Government Publications
Seattle, Washington 98 )5

(206) 543-4664

Attention: Eleanor Chase

U.S. Department of Energy Reading Room
Washington State University Library, Tri-Cities
100 Sprout Road, Room 130

Richland, Washington 99352

(509) 376-8583

Attention: Terri Traub
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Parts I and II contain conditions which generally apply to all
hazardous waste facilit: s. Part III pertains specifically to
the hazardous waste corrective action activities at the Hanford

Facility. Part IV con s a condition which authorizes the
Permittee to store tox y characteristic (waste codes D018-
D043) hazardous waste ontainers as specified in Part III of
the state's Dangerous 2 Permit. Part V contains a condition
which authorizes the P ttee to conduct closure act vities at

units previously managil wastes ext biting the toxicity
characteristic (waste coaes D018-D043) and now undeir »>ing cl su
as specified in art V of the I 1gerous Waste Permit.
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